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Bradley varsity students visit VIT

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Vellore: A team of 19 manage-
ment students and two faculties
from the Bachelors of Business
Administration, Bradley Uni-
versity, [llinsis, US, came to Vel-
lore Institute of Technaology (VIT)
University as part of a ten-day ed-
ucational and cultural visit to In-
dia. According fo

VIT University sources this is
the first time a team of students
from USA have come to the uni-
versity for an interactive session.

Assistant professor, market-
ing, Bradley University, Rajesh
Iyer said that Bradley Universi-
ty would be signing an memo-
randum of understanding with
the VIT university on April 13
which would include exchange of
faculty and students between the

india visit, which was
the first for all the 19
students, was aimed
at providing them light
into Indian culture and
how business takes
place across various
industries

‘two universities, enabling access
of the Bradley university library
o VIT studentsand soon. Dr Ra-
jesh

said their team which came to
VIT on Wednesday was spending
a day on the campus during
which the students interacted
with faculty and students of the
VIT. He told The Times of India
that the students had come to In-

diaas part of thelr course on "To-
ing Business in Indian Culture,™

He said this course was one of

the five courses for the students
this semester, where they will be
taught Indian history, the vari-
ous dynasties and rulers who
shaped Indian culture and doing
business with India in the pre and
post-independence era. He said

this visit to

India, which was the first for
all the 19 students, was aimed at
uroviding them light into Indian
culture and how business takes
place across various industries.

Talking about their experience
in India, Jake, a student, said cul-
turally India was far different
from home with too many cul-
tures, languages and a huge pop-
ulation. Ancther student Charlie
Lordo said Indis was entrepre-

neurial in nature and added that
their team had learnt a lot from
the visit. Vanessa called this short
tripas inferesting, shocking and
amazing coupled with scary traf-
fic. She said India had diverse :
businesses and indusiries com- :
pared to the USA,

Earlier, the team interacted
with the VIT chancelior G
Viswanathan, pro-chancellors :
Sekar Viswanathan and G V Sel-
vam and pro-vice chancellor
Anand A Samuel on the various :
aspects of how business takes '
place in India and the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls. :

The Bradley University team
has started to Mumbai last night
to interact with the Dabbawalas
and have a run with them for a
day to witness how they do busi-
ness.
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or student exchange

tudents from U.S. visit VIT as part of a week-long tour to India

ecial Correspondent

LLORE: “1 am impressed
th the multi-religious and
alti-lingual character of In-
3, with people professing
Ferent religions and speak-
2 different languages re-
aining  united,”  said
adras, a woman student of
e Bachelor of Business Ad-
inistration (BBA) pro-
amme, who was among the
students of Foster College
Business Administration,
adley University, [llinois,
e United States. They were
siting VIT Universily as
rt of a week-long visit to
dia for a course in ‘Business
Indian Culture.
“It is amazing that there
e 32 languages in India”
id Caleb Schileder, who was
ually amazed at the way
ople speaking different lan-
ages co-gxisted, collaborat-
and coordinated for
mmon purpeses in VIT in
rticular and in Indiain gen-
al.
One thing all of them did
it like was the chaotic traffic
Vellore, Chennai and other

= Visiting students were particularly interested to
know about populous nature of the country

+ They arrived in Delhi on Saturday and visited
places of historic importance

parts of the country which
they visited.

Charli Lordo, doing senior
entrepreneurship pro-
gramme in BBA, said that he
was impressed with the pop-
ulation of India. “In the US,,
though we have towns of the
same size as those in India,
we have less number of peo-
ple.” The students who were
on their first visit to India
were particularly interested
to know about the populous
nature of the country.

Rajesh Iyer, assistant pro-
fessor, Marketing, Foster
College of Business Adminis-
tration, Bradley University,
who was one of the two facul-
Lty representatives accompa-
nying the students said that
the Bradley University and
the VIT University would be
signing a Memorandum of
Understanding on April 13 to

facilitate student and faculty
exchange programmes. It
would also facilitate collabo-
ration in other miscellaneous
aspects such as the use of li-
braries of each other's uni-
versities.

The decision to visit VIT
was prompted by his earlier
visit to the VIT in March
2008 for logistic work con-
nected with the Executive
MBA Programme of Bradley
University.

James F. Foley, Director of
International Programmes,
Foster College of Business
Administration, the other
faculty representative, said
that India was one of the two
“countries of emphasis” in
the US.

The students had to travel
to other countries twice dur-
ing their course. During their
first international tour, they
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should visit Mexico and Chi-
na or India, while on their
second, they have to visit Aus-
tralia and a European coun-
try. Mr. Iyer said that the
university chose India, in
view of the language barrier,
which the students would
have in China.

During their interaction
with the media, none of the
visiting students failed to
mention the intense heat in
Vellore. "We discussed with
the VIT students how we en-
joyed the heat” said one of
the students in a lighter vein,
when asked about what she
discussed with the VIT
students.

The visiting students said
that they were impressed
with the VIT campus, and es-
pecially technological advan-
cements in the field of
education. “I feel like being in
the U.S. The VIT is wester-
nised. The facilities are simi-
lar to what we find in the
educational institutions in
the U.S.." said Krisha,

G. Viswanathan, VIT Chan-
cellor, explained the admis-
sion process in the VIT, and

k pact

political system in India, es-
pecially its multi-party char-
acter, compared to the
two-party system in the U.S,

He said that 1.50 lakh can-
didates had applied for VIT
Engineering Entrance Exam-
ination for admission to 2000
seats in B.Tech. programmes
this year. Sekar Viswanathan
and G.V. Selvam, Pro-Chan-
cellors, Anand A Samuel,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of VIT
University, and Bhushan D.
Sudhakar, professor & divi-
sion leader (International
Business), VIT Business
School, also interacted with
the visiting students.

The students, who landed
in Delhi on Saturday, visited
places of historic importance
in and around Delhi, includ-
ing the India Gate, Humay-
un's Tomb, Raj Ghat and Taj
Mahal.

In Chennai, they visited
Prasad Studios and CGN (a
consulting group handling
Asia-Pacific Operations).

Later, they would be pro-
ceeding to Mumbai where
they would interact with the
famous Dabbawalas.
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US students all
praise for India

DC CORRESPONDENT

VELLORE

March 18: Amazed by the
work culture of Indians and
the developments in the
industrial sector here, a
group of 14 students from
an American university said
they fell in love with India
and were taken by surprise
to see people from all walks
of the life work together and
march towards develop-
ment on all fronts,

“We are scared aboul the
traffic, hot climate and
spicy food here. But it is
amazing to see the number
of people from various
walks of life working
together and able 1o achieve
great feat with very little
resources. Life will come to
a standstill in our country if
people speaking different
languages and practising
different religions are put
together to work,” said
Charlie, a senior student of
the batch from Bradley Uni-
versity in lllinois, America.

The students. from various
disciplines of Bachelor of
Business  Administration
(BBA) class of Bradley
University, have a subject
called ‘Doing Business in
Indian Culture’ inone of the
semesters.

They were here on

m “We  brought

the students here as India
is an important topic in
the industrial sector in the
US. The programme
aimed to expose our stu-
dents to the different cui-
ture of India."”

Wednesday to interact with
thetr counterparts in VIT
University as part of a 10-
day programme under the
Students  and  Faculties
Exchange Programme.

“We brought the students
here as India is an important
topic in the industrial sector
in the US. The programme
aimed to expose our stu-
dents to the different culture
of India,” said Rajesh Iyer,
Assistant Professor, Mar-
keting, Bradley University.

He added that his universi-
ty and VIT University
would sign a memorandum
of understanding on April
13 1o kack-start a students
and faculties exchange pro-
gramme formally.

an 'interactive ses-
sion with MBA students in
VIT University, the foreign
students said the education
system in India is “rigorous
and effective”,
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INDIANS EX PRESS

usinesses impress

students from America

A group of 14 students of Bradley University visited the VIT on Wednesday

V NarayanaMurthi | ENS
Vellore, March 18

“WE are amazed to see that
with limited resources, di-
versity, contradictions and
chaos, India has contribut-
ed a lot to lead Internation-
al business ventures,” said
a group of 14 students, 10
girls and four boys, of Brad-
ley University, Illinois,
USA, who had visited VIT
University here on Wednes-
day.

These students of under-
graduate management
course observed: “People
here are so diverse with dif-
ferent languages, religions,
cultures, but they work to-
gether to do much better as
compared to what we do in
our country.”

Their visit to India was
part of the course on busi-
ness culture of India and
was aimed at providing
firsthand experience on the
business climate here and
how the country was over-
coming the challenges of
resource crunch. This would
also enable them to change
their attitude towards devel-
oping countries.

Interacting with their
counterparts in VIT, they

V KUMAR

Students from Bradley University interacting with VIT University students at VIT on Wednesday

gathered information about
the student perspective of
the classroom culture, In-
dian job culture, impact of
the economic meltdown and
opportunities for interna-
tional entrepreneurship.

One of the visiting stu-
dents, Sara, said she was
convinced that India ap-
peared to be more sociable
though she was not comfort-
able with the heat and the
traffic.
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Another student, Scan,
noted that he was impressed
by the new courses and the
placement record of the VIT,
while Madora said that the
Indian education was rigor-
ous as compared to the flex-

ible system in the US.

While admitting that al
of them had the initial cu
ture shock, they felt tha
they could not have mar
aged things here, if lel
alone.

The students also inte;
acted with VIT chancello
G Viswanathan and pri
chancellors Sekar Viswan:
than and G V Selvam t
know about the admissio
and placement procedure.
They praised VIT campu
which, they said, was bette
than theirs.

James F Foley, director
international programine
who led the group said
was for the first time the
had visited India and ft
many this was their fir:
international tour.

Assistant professc
Rajesh Iver of Bradley Un
versity, who coordinate¢
the visit, noted that t}
American students evince
interest on India, whic
was emerging asa busine:
leader, next only to Ching

He stated that Bradle
would soon sign an Mo
with VIT to share educ
tional resources, besid
student and faculty e
change programme.



